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and intention. It might be awkward if he did not
support her, for she knew that Frederick William had
built up a huge army. She was also worried about
France's future attitude towards the Pragmatic Sanction.
Obviously Bavaria would need and would find some
powerful ally, and the traditional enmity between
France and Austria made it seem very possible that
France would support Charles Albert,

Maria Theresa had learned more about French
history since she had been married to a Frenchman,
and she was beginning to realise that- messages from
French diplomats should not always be taken literally.
The letters from Versailles were polite, she was always
addressed as a ruling Majesty, but the Pragmatic Sanction
was not mentioned in these documents.

Fleury was eighty-seven and too old to be interested
in the violation of treaties, but the influence of Belle-
Isle was growing, and it was no secret that he longed
to increase the power of the Bourbons. It was obvious
that France might decide to make the most out of
the situation. An inexperienced woman was on the
throne of Austria, the country had been weakened by
Charles VI/s wars, the army was depleted. A great
opportunity was offered to France for finally crushing
her hereditary enemy. As an English contemporary
commented: " Even a mole-eyed politician might have
discerned that the ruin of the House of Habsburg was
the natural interest of that of Bourbon; and con-
sequently that none but Dupes would have depended on
the Courtesy of a known Enemy for their preservation/'

It was known in Vienna that Fleury was particularly
attentive to the Bavarian Ambassador in Paris, that the
Cardinal had promised to support the Bavarian if he
stood for Holy Roman Emperor at the next elections.